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1: Hernan Gallegos

1581-1582

1581

Hernan Gallegos was one of the nine laymen chosen to accompany the missionary expedition headed by Don
Francisco Sanchez Chamuscado and Fray Antonio Rodriguez (misspelled as Ruyz here). Along with two other
men, he testified after the expedition as to the events that transpired. Two of the priests stayed behind (and
were killed); Chamuscado died of illness shortly before arriving back in Santa Barbara. [Coronado Cuarto
Centennial Publications]

Links: 
New Mexico Office of the State Historian: Chamuscado Expedition --
http://www.newmexicohistory.org/filedetails.php?fileID=468

  

2: Piros

1582

By the time this map was created, the Piro province had been abandoned, never to be reclaimed by its original
people.

Quote: (1593) It was God's will that, on our way back to camp, we should meet an Indian about forty years of
age. We thought that God had led him to us because we had decided to turn back; and as the Lord is most
merciful He remembered us, so that our good purpose, for it was directed to His holy service, should not fail
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us but should, on the contrary, be furthered. He therefore sent us the Indian, who told us of what there was in
the interior-- the many houses; the numerous clothed people;the abundant corn, beans, calabashes, cotton,
and wild turkeys; and the fact that the inhabitants wore clothes and houses three or four stories high. He gave
us this good news by means of signs, for we could not understand him any other way. The report brings us
great joy, and we gave many thanks to God our Lord for such bountiful favors and for his succor in time of
need.
--Hernan Gallegos, Chamuscado Expedition [Coronado Cuarto Centennial Publications]

Quote: ...and [Chamuscado] walked up to twenty days over eighty miles of uninhabited lands, and reached a
settlement that we gave the name of Province de Sant Felipe, and there he found people with houses... and
people dressed in cotton blankets and in shirts; and got news that on the both sides of the river, there were
many other Indian peoples of the same nation, which received them in peace and gave them what they had, it
was corn, pumpkins and beans and chickens and other things, that is their staple. [Gallegos, Hernando]

Overview: Piros

The Piro province started above the end of the Jornada del Muerto, probably around San Marcial. Their original
territory probably extended as far east as the Estancia basin saline lakes, where they had commerce with
many other tribes.

The Piro generosity, commemorated in the "Socorro" they gave Coronado and his men, continued through the
first century of contact. The missions at San Antonio and at Socorro thrived, and the priests planted the first
vineyards of New Mexico. When the Spanish fled the Pueblo Revolt, the Piro accompanied them, and
established themselves permanently in El Paso.

  

3: Galisteo

1662

Galisteo was one of many pueblos in this basin, a convenient gateway between the farms of the Rio Grande
and the bison-rich plains. At the time of the entrada, these pueblos were already in decline, perhaps due to
pressure from raiding Plains tribes. Each successive Spanish expedition counted fewer pueblos in this area, and
as most explorers called the pueblos by different names, is difficult to determing exactly which one they refer
to.

Gallegos refers to Malpartida "which we called San Mateo," Piedrahita, and Nueva Tlaxcala. He describes
Piedrahita as the place they return to after hunting bison.

Quote: It was decided first of all to tell the natives [in Piedrahita] by means of signs that we had used up the
supplies brought with us, and that since they had plenty they should give us some because we wanted to go
on. When they realized this and saw that the supplies we had brought were exhausted, they thought of
starving us to death and acted as if deaf....

Confronted with the hostile attitude of the Indians, some of our men fired a few harquebuses, pretending to
aim at them in order to intimidate them into giving us the food we needed....

Then the natives brought us quantities of ground corn from every house in the pueblo, fearing us and the
harquebuses-- which roared a great deal and spat fire like lightning-- and thinking we were immortal, since we
had told them that we were children of the sun and that the sun had given us these weapons for defense.
--Hernán Gallegos, from his Relation of Chamuscado-Rodriguez Expedition [Coronado Cuarto Centennial
Publications]

Overview: Galisteo

After the reconquest, many of the Tano pueblos in the Galisteo basin were abandoned, and Governor de
Vargas seized the remaining farms. In 1709, the Spanish government resettled the area of Galisteo with
genizaros, or Christianized Indians. The genizaros continued raising crops and livestock, and trading with the
comancheros, or buffalo hunters, of the Plains. Comanche attacks and smallpox devastated the area during
the 18th century, but de Anza's treaty with the Comanches allowed settlers--mostly Hispanic farmers and
ranchers-- to return to the area by the early 19th century. [Bureau of Land Mangement, New Mexico State
Office]

Quote: I settled the old pueblo of Galisteo with one hundred and fifty Christian Indians of the Tano nation who
were found dispersed since the year 1702 and living in other Pueblos. They are very happy in their pueblo
entitled Santa Maria de Gracia de Galisteo, and it has been completely rebuilt and also the church and
convento, but there is no minister, church bells, or ornaments.
--Governor Francisco de Cuerbo y Valdes, 1709 [Bureau of Land Mangement, New Mexico State Office]

Links: 
Galisteo 1745 -- http://atlas.nmhum.org/atlas.php?gmap=35&glat=33.2065&glng=-
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104.7766&gzoom=9&g=577

  

4: Antonio de Espejo

1582-1583

1581

Don Antonio Espejo launched his expedition before the proper authorities had authorized it, but his intent was
just: to rescue the priests who had elected to stay behind from the Rodriguez-Chamuscado Expedition. Upon
finding that Father Juan de Santa Maria and Father Francisco Lopez have both been killed, Espejo spends some
time traveling east, then west, claiming New Mexico for the King of Spain.

  

5: Passaguates and Tobosos

1582

Quote: After these six days of travel we came to another nation of Indians, called Pazaguantes, whose
rancherías, huts, and food are like those of the Conchos. We treated them the same way as we did the
Conchos nation. These Indians accompanied us for four days, during which we must have covered fourteen
leagues. The caciques notified one another so that each leader would come out to welcome us as the others
had done. In the course of this four days' march, we found in certain places many silver lodes of fine
quality,according to those who knew about such matters.

On the first day after leaving this nation, we came upon another people, called Jobosos [called by Luxán
Otomoacos], who were shy and consequently ran away from their huts in the settled localities through which
we passed. It was said they did so because other soldiers had already been there and had carried away some
of their people as slaves. We summoned a number of these Indians, offering them presents, and several came
to our camp.

We gave a few articles to the caciques and explained to them through interpreters that we had not come ot
take them captive or to do them any harm, which reassured them. We set up crosses in their rancherías and
instructed them in some matters relating to God our Lord. They seemed to be pleased and several of them
accompanied us thereafter to the limits of their territory. These Indians eat the same type of food as the
Pazaguantes, use bows and arrows, and wear no clothes. We traveled for three days in their land, which
seemed to have but few people; in these marches we must have covered eleven leagues.
--Antonio de Espejo. Report of the Expedition which I, Antonio de Espejo, resident of the city of Mexico, native
of the city of Cordobá, made at the close of 1582 in company with fourteen soldiers and a Fransciscan Friar to
the provinces and settlements of New Mexico, which I named New Andalusia in remembrance of my
homeland. [Coronado Cuarto Centennial Publications]

Overview: Passaguates

"A savage tribe of Chihuahua," describes 19th century writer, Howard Ladd. The men of Espejo's expedition
describe them as naked and warlike.

The Passaguates may have been an unidentified Athapaskan band, but past the 17th century, no one
mentioned them again. The seemingly related Tobosos though, harried travelers through this region for
centuries, becoming as feared as the more northern Apache tribes.

The Tobosos also appear first in Espejo's reports, Relacion del Viage, p. 167. He calls them Tobozos, and in the
other version there is the misprint Jobozos. Already Espejo noticed that they were shy and shiftless: " Son
esquivos, y as1 se fueron de todas las partes que estaban pobladas, en xacales, por donde pasabamos ; . . .
sustentanse con lo que los dichos Pazaguates; usan de arcos y fiechas; andan sin vestiduras; pasamos por
esta nacion que parecia haber pocos indios, tres jornadas, que habria en ellas once leguas."

Gaspar Castano de Sosa, who marched from Nuevo Leon to New Mexico in 1590, makes no mention of the
Tobosos in his Journal. Neither does Juan de Onate in his diary ot 1596. The Tobosos were, then, to be found
mainly in Coahuila and Nuevo Leon, and also in Tamaulipas. They became formidable to Chihuahua only in the
seventeenth century, after missions had been established, and the contact with civilization gave some pretext
for depredations. I say pretext, for in most cases, as with the Apaches, for instance, such tribes only waited for
some opportunity to resort to murder and rapine. In his Carta Etnografica, Orozco y Berra localizes, so to say,
the Tobosos in Coahuila and Nuevo Leon. It seems certain that they most habitually infested those districts,
but they were also a terrible scourge to Chihuahua. On the whole, it would be as difficult to assign to them a
definite territory as it would be to the Apaches in former times, previously to their reduction to
reservations. [Bandelier, Adolph Francis Alphonse]
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6: Moqui Pop.

1582-1688

The pueblos of Moqui, or Hopi as we know it today, presented a tantalizing prize for the missionary
Franciscans, but they stolidly rejected conversion, despite the rosy tale painted by Fray Alonso de Benavides,
who describes their conversion after the faith healing of a blind boy.

Quote: In the year 1618 the Maestre de Campo, Vincent de Saldivar, set out on this expedition of discovery
with 47 soldiers well equipped, and with them Father Friar Lazarus Ximenez, of the order of our Seraphic
Father Saint Francis, and passing through these same populous and civilized tribes till the last of Moq, and
marching through those uninhabited parts fifteen days more, they arrived at the Rio de Buena Esperanza or del
Tison, at which place they found themselves to be at 36 1/2°; and, marching two days up the same
northward, with a very good guide who offered to conduct them, they arrived at a small town, and, inquiring
as to the land in the interior, they told them such great things of it, as those west on the coast of the South
sea and California had told them, and as those on the east in Quivira told us, which encouraged all to pursue
their march, but as among other things they told them that as they advanced they would meet some terrible
nations of giants, so huge and extraordinary that one of our men on horseback was small compared to
them... [de Freytas, Father Nicholas]

Quote: The people are very healthy. The men cover their privy parts with a piece of cloth similar to a hand
towel, figured and with tassels. When they feel cold they wear cotton blankets. The women are always well
dressed and have their hair done up in puffs...

The natives received us very well here, giving us raw and prepared food in great abundance. They presented
us with over eight hundred pieces of cotton cloth, large and small, as well as a quantity of spun and raw
cotton which, with some other mantas, we gave to our allies.
--Diego Pérez de Luxán's account of the Antonio de Espejo expedition in 1582 [Coronado Cuarto Centennial
Publications]

Quote: It is a general custom among all the infidel Indians to receive the Religious in their pueblos very well in
the beginning, and submit themselves soon to Baptism; but seeing, when they are instructed in the Doctrine,
that they have to give up their idolatries and sorceries, the sorcerers so resent it that they disquiet the others,
and turn them aside that they be not Christians. Not only this but they drive the Religious out of the pueblo,
and if not, they kill him. Thus it befell in the principal pueblo of this Province of Moqui.... [de Benavides,
Alonso]

Overview: Hopi

Although the Hopi mesas are today in Arizona, they were long considered part of New Mexico. Early maps
show the cities of Totoneac, as discovered by Coronado's troops, and Moqui Province shows up on nearly every
map of New Mexico made for centuries after.

Spanish annals tell of repeated efforts to Christianize the Hopi, yet today the Hopi remain among the most
traditional of the Pueblos. Many other Puebloans took refuge in Hopi after the Pueblo revolt, particularly the
residents of Tiguex.

Quote: The Hopis had forgotten about the other tribes by this time and did not know where they were. They
were hoping to see the Eastern Star so that they could settle down and not travel any more. Well, finally the
Bear Clan did see the Eastern Star and they were ready to settle down but they didn't know just where would
be a good place for them. They thought that they would do better cultivating by depending on rain, so they
went out onto the Painted Desert to Shung-opovi (the place by the spring where the tall weeds grow). Being
out here in such a desolate place they thought that they would be safe from other people, who would not think
that they had anything worth taking. 

By that time, the other Hopis were down around the vicinity of Sunset Crater, Canyon Diablo, and the Little
Colorado River. [Nequatewa, Edmund]

Images:
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Three Native American (Hopi) women pose outdoors, they wear belted mantas
and shawls; one holds a bundle over her shoulder, one wears a headband, and
one wears her hear in side whorls. Possibly Walpi Pueblo, Arizona.

Walpi

Links: 
Edward Curtis Ethnography of the Hopi -- http://curtis.library.northwestern.edu/curtis/viewPage.cgi?
showp=1&size=2&id=nai.12.book.00000016&volume=12
Hopi Cultural Preservation Office -- http://www.nau.edu/~hcpo-p/

  

7: Popole Xumanas

1582

Here, Coronelli is clearly drawing from the Memorial published by Fray Alonso Benavides in 1630, when he
writes about "the miraculous conversion of the Humana Nation." As a Franciscan, Coronelli would have known
of this memorial, and quotes it almost verbatim: "distanza di 112 leghi dalli Apaches Vaqueros." Benavides
writes, "...leaving the Villa of Santa Fé, the center of New Mexico, which is a 37 degrees north latitude, we
cross the land of the Vaquero Apaches for more than one hundred twelve leagues to the east. Here the land of
the Humana nation begins."

Later, Benavides writes, "...these priests were working their wonders in the Humana nation, and in the nation
of the Iapies, Xabatoas, and among other bordering tribes.... [de Benavides, Alonso]

Quote: (08 August 1582) We left La Ciénega Salada on the eighth and went five leagues, three of them up a
stream. We found many Jumana Indians from the ranchería of the people who were guiding us. They were on
their way to the river, to the mesquite trees. We stopped by this stream, where the ranchería was situated.
The Indians, men and women, received us with music and rejoicing. As an additional sign of peace and
happiness, a dance was held amid the tents of the Indian men and women. We rested for a day because we
had an opportunity to catch some catfish, mojarra, and sardines; some were half a yard in length, difficult to
believe. The food was delicious.

Setting out from this locality on the tenth we proceeded up the [Conchas or Pecos] river for six leagues before
stopping at the source of the stream, near some springs where the water flowed out. On our way we found
settled people of this nation, who in their clothing, appearance, and habitat are similar to the Pataragueyes.

We set out again on the eleventh and went four leagues to a marsh formed by the sierra, where there was a
ranchería of the same nation. The people received us with merriment after their custom and presented us with
roasted and raw calabashes and prickly pears.
--Diego Pérez de Luxán, from his Account of the Antonio de Espejo Expedition into New Mexico,
1582. [Coronado Cuarto Centennial Publications]

Quote: Some years ago, a priest named Fray Juan de Salas was occupied in the conversion of the Tompiro and
Salinero Indians in a place where there exist the greatest salt lakes in the world. These people border the
Humanas.

...they got to be very fond of the padre. They begged him to come and live among them, and each year came
searching for him...I didn't have enough clerics, and so I continued to put off the Humanas, who kept asking
for him, until God should send me more workers.

He sent them this past year of 1629, having inspired Your Majesty to order the Viceroy of New Spain to send
on thirty priests, who were led by their Custodian, Father Fray Estevan de Perea. And so we then dispatched
this same faterh with a companion, Father Fray Diego López, both guided by these same Humanas Indians.

Before they left, we had asked the Indians to tell us why they pled with us so movingly for baptism and priests
to teach them the ways of the church. They answered that a woman like the one we had in a painting there
(which was a portrait of Mother Luisa de Carrión) had preached to each one of them in their own language.
She said they should come to call on the padres to teach and baptize them, and that they should not be lazy.
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They said that the woman who preached to them was dressed more or less like the woman in the painting. But
her face was not like that of the woman in the painting: she was a slip of a girl, and beautiful.

...[the devil] spread the word through the medium of Indian sorcerers that everyone should move....He said
that the priests for whom they had asked would not come, as the Indians had already been waiting for six
years and they had not appeared. ...

At daybreak the saint [Mother María de Agreda] spoke to each one of them individually. She told them that
they should not go, that the clerics they had been searching for were drawing near. Conferring among
themselves, they decided to send twelve very reliable captains to see if it were so. On the third day out, they
ran into the priests, whom they asked to show them the portrait of the woman who had preached among
them. The padre showed them the portrait of Mother Luisa de Carrión, about which they said that their lady
was dressed like that, but was younger and more beautiful.

They left right away to give the news of the coming of the padres to their friends and relatives, and everyone
came out to meet them in a procession with two crosses in front, like people well trained in the ways of
heaven. The padres and three soldiers who had come with them paid homage to the crosses. The padres took
out their two crucifixes, which they always wore around their necks, and all the people stepped forward to kiss
and venerate them just as if they were old hands at Christianity. They did the same thing with a beautiful
Christ child that the priests carried placing their mouths and eyes on His feet with great devotion.

All our people, of course, appreciated this very much. [de Benavides, Alonso]

Overview: Jumanos

Early Spanish in New Mexico were most familiar with the Rio Grande Jumanos, who lived near the Salinas east
of the Manzano Mountains, but explorers also described two other bands of Jumanos, who may have been
related. The Spanish tended to describe any native who was tattooed as Jumano, so the record is not clear.
One band seemed to have been buffalo hunters in the Southern plains of Texas. The other lived near La Junta
de los Rios, between the Río Conchas, or Pecos River, and the Río del Norte or Rio Grande.

The Jumanos have disappeared from the surface, and, strange to say, although mentioned as an important
and even numerous tribe in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, I have not as yet been able to trace any
description of the customs, manners, etc. of that northern branch of them which belonged to New Mexico
proper. They ranged in the southeastern part of the territory, south and southeast of the salt lagunes of the
Manzano, where the name of " Mesa de los Jumanos" still commemorates their former presence. About their
abodes, their mode of dress, their rites and creed, we know as little as of their language, -- nothing....

Benavides states that the Jumanos of New Mexico subsisted on the buffalo almost exclusively, and I have not
been able to find any documentary evidence that they cultivated the soil. And yet Espejo found their kindred in
Chihuahua living in permanent abodes, and raising the same crops as the Pueblo Indians.

It is not unlikely that the northern branch of the tribe succumbed to the remarkable influence which the great
quadruped exerted over the aborigines, who attached themselves to its immense hordes, and, becoming
accustomed to the life which the following of the buffalo required, discarded permanence of
abode... [Bandelier, Adolph Francis Alphonse]

A tribe of unknown affinity, first seen, although not mentioned by name, about the beginning of 1536 by
Cabeza de Vaca and his companions in the vicinity of the junction of the Conchos with the Rio Grande, or
northward to about the southern boundary of New Mexico. They were next visited in 1582 by Antonio de
Espejo, who called them Jutnanos and Patarabueyes, stating that they numbered 10,000 in five villages along
the Rio Grande from the Conchos junction northward for 12 days' journey. Most of their houses were built of
sod or earth and grass, with flat roofs; they cultivated maize, beans, calabashes, etc.

When visited in 1598 by Juan de Oñate, who called them Rayados on account of their striated faces, a part at
least of the Jumano resided in several villages near the Salinas, east of the Rio Grande, in New Mexico, the
four principal ones being called Atripuy, Genobev, Quelotetrey, and Pataotrey. From about 1622 these were
administered to by the Franciscan Fray Juan de Salas, missionary at the Tigua pueblo of Isleta, New ???ico.

In response to the request of 50 Jumano, who visited Isleta in July, 1629, an independent mission, under the
name San Isidore, was established among them in the Salinas, but the main body of the tribe at this time
seems to have resided 300 miles east of Santa Fe, probably on the Arkansas, within the present Kansas,
where they were said to be also in 1632. Forty years later there were Jumano 15 leagues east of the Piros and
Tigua villages of the Salinas, not far from Pecos River, who were administered by the priest at Quarai. About
this time the Salinas pueblos were abandoned on account of Apache depredations.

The Jumano did not participate in the Pueblo rebellion of 1680-92, but before it was quelled, i.e., in October,
1683, 200 of the tribe visited the Spaniards at El Paso, to request missionaries, but owing to the unsettled
condition of affairs by reason of the revolt, in the north, the request was not granted. [Hodge, Frederick Webb]

Images:
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Ruins of Jumana pueblo and Spanish mission, Salinas Pueblo Mission National Monument

Links: 
National Park Service: Salinas Pueblo Missions -- http://www.nps.gov/sapu/
Texas Indians: Jumanos -- http://www.texasindians.com/jumano.htm

  

8: Fray Alonso de Benavides

1630

  

9: Tarahumares, Teopoanes, Tomites, Sumas, Hanos

1630

Here, Coronelli is clearly drawing from Benavides' Memorial. It is worth noting that although Benavides sees
the border of New Mexico as being the Río Conchos, Coronelli includes the tribe's name but not the river itself.

Quote: The kingdom and provinces of New Mexico are situated some four hundred leagues to the north of
Mexico City, at 37 degrees north latitude. And though that is where the settlements are found, this district
actually begins two hundred leagues to the south, in the valley of Santá Bárbara, the last settlement of New
Spain. The Río Conchos divides this more southerly area from the north; its name comes from the Concha
tribe, who live along it.

From there, we go off in search of the Río del Norte for a hundred leagues, over which man must travel at
great risk. This stretch is inhabited by Tobosos, Tarahumares, Teopoanes, Tomites, Sumas, Hanos, and others,
all fierce, barbarous, and indomitable people. As they go about completely naked, without a house or a sown
field to their name, they live on what they can hunt. This is all kinds of animals, some of which are very
unsavory. [de Benavides, Alonso]

Overview: Suma

A semi-nomadic tribe, one branch of which formerly occupied the region of the Casas Grandes in Chihuahua,
Mexico, and the other the vicinity of El Paso, Tex. The latter are mentioned in 1659, under the name Zumanas,
as forming part of the mission population of San Lorenzo, but the name Sumas is used by Benavides as early
as 1630. ...

The names Zumanas and Jumanos seem to have been confused. At the instigation of the Pueblo Indians taken
from the N. to El Paso by Gov. Otermin when retreating from Santa Fé, N. Mex., during the Pueblo revolt of
1680, this branch of the Suman became hostile to the whites and induced the friendly Mansos to join them,
with their confederates the Jano, in their outbreak of 1684. The Spaniards succeeded in reducing them two
years later, forming them into several settlements around El Paso, but San Lorenzo was the only one that
endured. [Hodge, Frederick Webb]

Quote:

Links: 
Ysleta del Sur Pueblo -- http://www.ysletadelsurpueblo.org/

  

10: Apaches de Perillo
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1630

The Apaches de Perrillo were generally thought to be farther west than Coronelli indicated here, though they
may have been related to (or at least later assumed by) the Ojo Caliente or Mimbres band that lived in these
mountains.

Quote: Beginning with the first part of their territory as we come into New Mexico, there is the province of the
Apaches del Perrillo. This section runs toward the west more than three hundred leagues to the South Sea,
and then it continues ot the north. Traveling through it, you never arrive at an end: you simply come to the
Straite of Anian. And this tribe also makes up the eastern boundary of New Mexico, where it stretches out
more than a hundred leagues before coming back to the original point of entry into the province of the
Apaches del Perrillo. All in all you would find that New Mexico is more than three hundred leagues in
circumference around its borders.

The Apaches are a nation so bellicose that they have served as the crucible of valor for the Spaniards.
Because of this, the Apaches hold the Spaniards in high regard and say, "Only the Spaniards merit the title of
real people -- certainly not those tribes of settled Indians." [de Benavides, Alonso]

Overview: Apaches de Perillo

(Spanish: 'Apaches of the little dog') A band of Apache occupying, in the 165h and 17th centuries, the region
of the Jornada del Muerto, near the Rio Grande, in southern New Mexico, where a spring was found by a dog,
thus saving the Spaniards much suffering from thirst. They were probably part of the Mescaleros or of the
Mibreños of later date. [Hodge, Frederick Webb]

  

11: Fray Nicolas de Freytas

1662

Father Nicolas was the Guardian of the Convent of San Ildefonso. He accompanied Governor Don Diego de
Peñalosa on his expedition to Quivira. He later wrote an account of the expedition, apparently for the French.
It was possibly used by Pere LaSalle as a guide for his own expedition down the Mississippi. [de Freytas,
Father Nicholas]

  

12: Taos

1662

Although Peñalosa and other sources clearly describe "Thaos" as being northwest of Santa Fe, and a shortcut
to the plains settlements he calls Quivira, Coronelli places Taos in the Rio Abajo.

This is probably due to confusion over Benavides' description of the Teoas, or Tewa.

Quote: And for this expedition and discovery to be shorter, we must go, according to what the Quiviras say, by
the Thaos, which is the shortest and most direct route, and the towns are nearer, and can be understood, and
it is also held for certain that the nine great towns which are seventy leagues hence in a straight line from the
Tahos, to the north, are the beginning of those extensive kingdoms, and that thence the settled country
continues and the further you advance the more numerous are the hamlets.

The preceding is proved also by the greatness and richness of that northeast land in the interior formation
given to the blessed Father Francis de Escobar, and to the Adelantado of New Mexico, Don Juan de Oñate,
when he conquered this kingdom, and that given in this expedition to the East and Quivira, all tend to the
same part, which is under the North, and that given us by the Thaos Indians and those of the Apaches nation
their neighbors, who are more to the Northeast, are all the same; and that this rich and populous northeast
land begins in the spacious plains of Quivira, 150 leagues from here, and continues almost as far till the point
where the settled part begins; and from this the greatness of the country and towns towards under the North
is incredible, all surrounded by the sea on all sides, and according to the report of those dwelling on the south
sea, the sea turns at the point of that range of California, encircling the land towards the Northwest, North,
and Northeast, and they say that they know that it reaches there, and that they presume it passes on,
because they do not find any ultimate term.... [de Freytas, Father Nicholas]

Quote: And in the bygone year of 1627, the Lord confirmed His Holy Word by a miracle among them. And it
was thus: It went hard with the Taos men to give up having many wives, as they used to have before
baptism. Each day the Religious reached to them the truth of the holy Sacrament of Matrimony; and the one
that most contradicted this was an old Indian woman, a sorceress.

Under the pretext of going to the country for firewood, she took out four other women with her. These four
were good Christians, and married according to the rule of our Holy Mother Church; and going and coming,
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she kept persuading them that they should not consent to the method of marriage which the Padre taught, for
that which they used to use in their heathenism was better. The good Christian women steadily resisted this
argument.

And as they were arriving back at the pueblo, the sorceress not ceasing from her sermon, and the heavens
being clear and serene, a thunderbold fell and slew that infernal mistress of the Demon, right between the
good Christians who were resisting her evil doctrine. And they remained untouched by the thunderbolt and
very confirmed in the truth of the holy Sacrament of Matrimony.... all those who were living in secret
concubinage got married and believed very sincerely all which the Father had taught them. [de Benavides,
Alonso]

Overview: Taos Pueblo

Taos Pueblo, a Tiwa-speaking pueblo, was probably constructed between 1000-1450 AD.

The mission church of San Geronimo, originally built in 1619, was originally destroyed during the Pueblo Revolt
of 1680. The Franciscans rebuilt it to see it destroyed again during the Mexican American War, and finally
rebuilt in its current form in 1850.

09 January 1969:

Quote: [New Mexico] Senator [Clinton] Anderson has been against the ruling issues [giving full title for the
Blue Lake area to the Taos] And these are Senator Anderson's reasons for this... 

"If Taos demand land other than [word omitted], that would be discriminated in favor of religious groups.
Without challenging the sincerity of Taos Indians' religious beliefs, it is inconceivable that it is conceivable that
the religious importance they place on the land they diminish in succeeding generations if this occurred to the
Indians, a scarcely populated group, will own a large area of land, preserved with continued population growt
indicate that the public good is better served than ownership of this land is returned to the United States.
There is evidence that not all pueblo residents gives the same importance to the religious beliefs and
practices, it is inconceivable that some would consider economic and social developments more important than
the values of their traditional religious beliefs and with the [word omitted] to receive the land title. 

In other words, there are some of us that run around saying I would rather get the money than get back the
Blue Lake area and the land isn't that valuable. So... If we have someone like this, we should first point out
the dangers involved in this. 

First of all our government structure is built upon religion, our livelihood is religion, our stem of life is religion,
and when religion is lost then the government structure fails, the people will leave... and when the people
leave.... without Indians there won't be tourists... and without tourists there won't be state revenue, and
without state revenue we will all suffer. The state of New Mexico depends on tourist trade and... from the
standpoint of preservation I would think that these Senators and those that are concerned with our state's
government would consider that strongly in their favor.
--anonymous informant, Taos Pueblo; discussing arguments for and against giving the Taos people title to
their sacred place of origin, held by the Forest Service. Interviewer: Patricia Gregory. [University of New
Mexico, Department of History]

Images:

Taos Pueblo

Links: 
Taos Pueblo website -- http://taospueblo.com
Office of the State Historian: Taos Blue Lake -- http://www.newmexicohistory.org/filedetails.php?
fileID=21181
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About this Map

Vincenzo Maria Coronelli: America Settentrionale : 1688

Vincenzo Maria Coronelli, a Franciscan monk from Venice, was a doctor in theology at the Collegium San
Bonaventura in Rome. Early in his career he created two very large globes for the Duke of Parma, leading to a
commission for another two, one of the heavens, the other of the earth, for French King Louis XIV. These
globes were more than twelve feet in diameter.

Coronelli's thirteen volume Atlante Veneto was the first complete description of the whole world. He also
founded the first geographical society, Accademia Cosmographica degli Argonauti. His 1688 map, America
Settenrionale, provided a synthesis of available geographic knowledge, and he probably relied on privileged
information available from his religious connections and accounts following the Pueblo Revolt of 1680.

Coronelli corrects the long-standing error about the Rio Grande with a written comment and shows it correctly
flowing into the Gulf of Mexico. On the other hand, he still portrays California as an island and shows the
Mississippi entering the Gulf next to the Rio Grande. Text notes along the Mississippi document the
explorations of Marquette, Joliet and LaSalle. A text block above New Mexico refers to the experiences of
Rodriguez (Ruyz), Espejo (Espeie) and Governor Peñalosa (Penalossa). The map locates the several Apache
tribes, groups along the Rio Grande below El Paso (labeled El Passo), the Saline lakes in the Estancia basin,
and more than a dozen of the pueblos.

Atlas Citation: [Eidenbach, Peter]

Map Credits: University of Texas at Arlington

TIMELINE: TERRA INCOGNITA

circa 1150

Quivira and Cíbola are two of the fantastic Seven Cities of Gold, that springs from the Moorish invasions.
According to legend, seven bishops fled the invasion, to save their own lives and to prevent the Muslims from
obtaining sacred religious relics. A rumor grew that the seven bishops had founded the cities of Cíbola and
Quivira. The legend says that these cities grew very rich, mainly from gold and precious stones. This idea
fueled many expeditions in search of the mythical cities during the following centuries. Eventually, the legend
behind these cities grew to such an extent that no one spoke solely of Quivira and Cíbola, but instead of seven
magnificent cities made of gold.

1492

Cristobal Colón, an Italian on a Spanish-financed expedition, discovers the New World. He travels with two
Spanish captains as the captains of the Niña and the Pinta. Martin Alonzo Pinzon sailed as captain of the Pinta,
but he was also the co-owner of the Niña and the Pinta. His brother, Vincente Yáñez Pinzon, sailed as captain
of the Niña. Vincente Pinzon made additional explorations in South and Central America.

1493

Papal Bull dividing all land in the new world between Portugal and Spain.

1499 Vicente Yáñez Pinzón, Alonso de Ojeda, Americo Vespucci, Juan de la Cosa, Alonso Niño and Cristóbal
Guerra were sent by King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella to explore new territories. They went along the coast
of Brazil to the Gulf of Mexico and the Florida coast. They also reached the Chesapeake Bay.

1500

Juan de la Cosa drew the first map of America's coastline.

1513

Juan Ponce de Leon, in search of the fountain of youth and other fabulous riches, instead became the first
European to land in Florida. At the time, he was also the first governor of Puerto Rico. On a later expedition,
he discovered the Gulf Stream. This current became very important for Spanish trips from Europe to the
Americas.

1519

Captain Alonso Alvarez de Pineda explored and charted the Gulf Coast from Florida to Mexico. De Pineda and
his crew were the first Europeans in Texas, and claimed it for Spain.

1528
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Panfilo de Narvaez led a disastrous expedition to settle Florida, when almost all of his men, and de Narvaez
himself, died after being abandoned onshore. Four men survived, and spent the next eight years crossing
Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, looking for a Spanish settlement. Cabeza de Vaca and his three companions
were the first Europeans to explore the Southwest, enter New Mexico, and contact many Southwestern tribes.

1528-1536

Alvar Cabeza de Vaca explores Texas, Arizona and New Mexico. De Vaca published an account of his journey
upon his return to New Spain. He receives a copper bell on the Rio Grande & is told that inhabitants farther
north on the river "there were many plates of this same metal buried in the ground in the place where it had
come and that it was a thing which they esteemed highly and that there were fixed habitations where it came
from." Buckingham Smith's translation of Cabeza de Vaca's relacion.

1539

Fray Marcos de Niza, a Franciscan priest, claimed to have traveled to the fabled "Seven Golden Cities of
Cibola" during the summer of 1539. The Viceroy of New Spain sent Fray Marcos to accompany Estevan, a
Moorish slave who had traveled with Cabeza de Vaca, to find the great cities in the north the desert tribes had
described. Estevan was killed at Zuni Pueblo, but Fray Marcos returned to Mexico to report that indeed, great
cities lay to the north.

1540-1542

Francisco Vasquez de Coronado searched for the Seven Golden Cities of Cibola for nearly three years, covering
huge areas of Arizona, New Mexico, the Grand Canyon, the Texas panhandle, Kansas, and Colorado. In Tiguex,
and then at Cicuye, he came into conflict with the pueblos, and subsequent expeditions have to contend with
the negative results of Coronado's decisions.

1540

Alernando de Alarcon takes boats from Aculpulco to the Colorado River, and ascends the river twice to
determine if California is an island. Far upriver (before the canyons begin) he meets a man familiar with the
pueblos and with the plains tribes. Their informant tells them of Coronado's doings.

1542

Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo sailed from Acapulco to southern California, claiming California for King Charles I of
Spain. Cabrillo named San Diego Bay and Santa Barbara.

1548

Zacatecas founded.

1562

Diego Gutiérrez published a map where California appeared for the first time.

1563

Durango founded.

1563-1565

Francisco de Ibarra explored New Mexico.

1565

Captain Pedro Menendez de Aviles established a settlement at St. Augustine, Florida, making it the oldest
European city in the U.S.. De Aviles also explored the coastline of North America as far north as St. Helena
Island, South Carolina, and had forts built along the coast for protection.

1565-1580

Mines open in Santa Barbara, San Bartolome, Parral. The rich mines of northern Mexico drove demand for both
workers and food, both of which New Mexico supplied for centuries.

1573

Council of the Indies Code is established for regulating new domains. New laws require:

- discoveries were to be made with "Peace and Mercy"

- no injuring native peoples

- only the King or his representative can authorize expeditions

- Spanish governments can't aid one tribe over another

1581



Francisco Sanchez Chamuscado and Fray Agustin Rodriguez enter the pueblo province, which they call San
Felipe, leading 9 spanish men and 16 indian servants. They leave 2 priests behind: Juan de Santa Maria gets
killed by the Maguas Indians; Fray Francisco López is killed in Puaray (near Bernalillo).

1582-1583

Don Antonio Espejo launches an expedition to rescue the priests, and upon finding that there were no priests
left alive to rescue, traveled around New Mexico, from the Galisteo Basin to Jemez, claiming New Mexico for
the King.

1589

Luis de Carabajal governor of Nuevo León, gets arrested by the Inquisition, and his Lieutenant Governor,
Castaño de Sosa, takes his seat.

1590-1591

Governor de Sosa takes the entire colony on an unauthorized expedition of New Mexico. Troops are sent from
Saltillo to arrest de Sosa, who is exiled to the Philippines.

1594-1596

Antonio Gutiérrez de Humaña and Francisco Leyva de Bonilla explore New Mexico and Colorado as far as the
Purgatoire River in an unauthorized expedition. While in present-day Kansas, Humaña murdered Bonilla, then
all men were killed before they could leave the plans.

1596

Juan de Zaldivar explored the San Luis Valley of Colorado.

1598-1608

Don Juan de Oñate brought the first colony to New Mexico, and explored vast areas of New Mexico, Colorado,
and Kansas. He reached the South Sea in 1605, and signed his name at on Inscription Rock, now El Morro
National Monument. Farfán explores Arizona on behalf of Oñate and reports the discovery of large pearls and
lodes of rich ore.

1598

Juan de Archuleta explored Colorado as far as Kiowa County.

1602

Sebastián Vizcaíno sailed up the coast of California, and named Monterey Bay, San Diego, San Clemente,
Catalina, Santa Barbara, Point Concepcion, Carmel, Monterey, La Paz, and Ano Nuevo. Vizcaíno also tried
unsuccessfully to colonize southern California.

1607

First permanent British colony founded by Capt. John Smith at Jamestown, VA.

1610

In Santa Fe, New Mexico, the Spanish built the block long adobe Palace of the Governors.

1630, 1640

Fray Alonso Benavides makes an inspection of the New Mexico missions and the progress in converting the
pueblos. He reports several wonders, including the conversion of the Xumanas through the miraculous
apparition of Mother Luisa de Carrion.

1641-late 1650s

Smallpox epidemic devastates New Mexico.

1653

Captain Alonso de Leon followed Rio de Palmas (Rio Grande) a few hundred miles to the mouth and reported
prospering Indian farmers.

1660-1662

Drought in New Mexico; war parties of nomadic tribes strike Cerralvo, Saltillo, Monterey, Casas Grandes, and
Chihuahua.

1661- 1662

Don Diego Peñalosa becomes governor of New Mexico. Don Diego Peñalosa, accused of seditious and
scandalous behavior by the Inquisition, gets exiled from Spain and her dominions. Twenty years later, he



manages to get the ear of the French monarch, arguing for an attack from Louisiana and seize northern
Mexico. This plan may have encouraged Sieur La Salle to make an expedition to the mouth of the Rio Bravo in
"Florida" with an eye to founding a French colony. Their plans come to nothing, but Coronelli's 1688 map was
inspired in large part by this saga.

1668

Widespread hunger in New Mexico.

1671

Disease, Apache raids.

1675

Senecu destroyed by Apache attack, never resettled .

1673

Fray Juan Larios recruits a reconnaissance team to meet and convert tribes along the Rio Grande, south to La
Junta del Rios, where the Pecos and the Rio Grande meet. Lieutenant Fernando del Bosque led the expedition,
made notes of the country and its products, and recommended three settlements along the river, a
recommendation which Spain would continue to ignore for a long time.

1680

Tired of harsh treatment and religious intolerance, the Pueblo people band together under the leadership of a
man named Popé and drive the Spanish from the New Mexico colonies. The rebels destroy and deface most of
the Spanish churches. The Spanish retreat to the south side of the Rio Grande, and found the city El Paso
while waiting eleven years for reinforcements.

1682

Robert Cavalier, Sieur de la Salle commissioned to conquer Spain's northern American colonies in 1682,
France claims Louisiana from Rio de las Palmas (modern-day Rio Grande) up the Gulf Coast.

1683

Governor Otermin's replacement is General Domingo Jironza Petriz de Cruzate. Cruzate extends the reach of El
Paso south and east along the Rio Grande, and responds to requests for missionaries from tribes from the area
of Junta de los Rios.

1691-1695

Francisco de Vargas reconquered New Mexico and entered the San Luis Valley.

1687-1711

Father Eusebio Francisco Kino, a Jesuit priest, founded many missions and explored areas the Pimería Alta
region of New Spain, including what are now northern Mexico, California, and Arizona. He founded his first
mission in what is now Sonora, Mexico, then spent 25 years exploring and mapping the lands along the Rio
Grande, the Colorado River, and the Gila River, traveling as far as the headwaters for the Rio Grande and the
Gila.

1706

Juan de Ulibarri crossed Colorado as far as the Arkansas Valley into Kiowa County.
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